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Welcome to this 
Stakeholder meeting
ÅPlease note that everyone is entering the meeting with their microphones muted.
ÅPlease keep your microphones muted except when you are speaking.  This will help 

us minimize background noise and feedback.
ÅPlease take a moment to open the Participants list and rename yourself to show your 

full name and affiliation, so we have that for our records.  You should see a άRenameέ 
option next to your name (or click on άMoreέ to find this option).

ÅThis meeting is being recorded to document any questions or comments received 
during our time together.

ÅTo make a comment or ask a question, please either:
Å Indicate you would like to make a comment using the Chat feature.
Å In the άReactionsέ menu, select the άraise handέ option.  The host will call on you 

to ask your question or make your comment.



Review and Revision of Water 
Quality Standards

Å40 CFR § 131.20Statereview and revision ofwater quality 
standards.

Å(a)State review.TheStateshall from time to time, but at least 
once every 3 years, hold public hearings for the purpose of 
reviewing applicablewater quality standardsadopted pursuant 
to §§131.10through 131.15 and Federally promulgatedwater 
quality standardsand, as appropriate, modifying and adopting 
standards.

Å(b) Public participation.TheStateshall hold one or more 
public hearings for the purpose of reviewingwater quality 
standardsaswell as when revisingwater quality standards, in 
accordance with provisions ofStatelaw and EPA's public 
participation regulation (40 CFR part 25). The proposedwater 
quality standardsrevision and supporting analyses shall be 
made available to the public prior to the hearing.

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=c9ed708d56628a5c0d6b9355895f5b03&mc=true&node=pt40.24.131&rgn=div5#se40.24.131_120


Meeting Agenda
Feb. 2, 2021

Å1/20/2021 EPA approval

ÅItems being considered for 2019 Triennial 
Review

ÅDesignated Use change Considerations

ÅNominated Waterbodies

ÅNomination package and Deadlines

ÅTriennial Review timeline

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



EPA Approval of Items from 2016 Triennial Review
Å12/6/2018: EPD submitted completed 2016 Triennial Review 

package to EPA

Å1/20/2021: EPA approved a portion of the 2016 revisions, including:

ÅAntidegradation rule and definition of practicable alternatives

ÅParagraph allowing Compliance Schedules

ÅAdd pH to the definition of Natural Conditions

ÅClarify estuarine waters definition

ÅAdopt EPA recommended Cadmium criteria

ÅRevise use designation of 13-ƳƛƭŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ά/ƘŀǘǘŀƘƻƻŎƘŜŜ 
wƛǾŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ {ƴŀƪŜ /ǊŜŜƪ ǘƻ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ 5ƛǊǘ /ǊŜŜƪέ ǘƻ άwŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ

ÅEPA did not address:

ÅSecondary contact recreation bacteria criteria

ÅLakes Oconee and Sinclair water quality criteria

Å2018 Narrative Criteria revisions submitted separately from the 
Triennial Review Package



Items Being Considered for 
2019 Triennial Review

Recommended by EPA after 2019 kickoff hearing

Å2009 EPA Acrolein Aquatic Life Criteria 

ÅBiocide

ÅCAS RN 1107-025-2

ÅFreshwater criteria 3.0 mg/L

Å2012 EPA Carbaryl Aquatic Life Criteria 

ÅInsecticide

ÅCAS RN 163-25-2

ÅFreshwater criteria 2.1 mg/L

ÅCoastal and Estuarine Waters criteria 1.6 mg/L

"Georgia River Scene on the Way to the Guidestones"by ZarrSadusis licensed underCC BY-NC 2.0

https://www.epa.gov/wqc/ambient-aquatic-life-water-quality-criteria-acrolein
https://www.epa.gov/wqc/aquatic-life-criteria-carbaryl
https://www.flickr.com/photos/11873168@N00/5861822705
https://www.flickr.com/photos/11873168@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Items Being Considered for 2019 Triennial Review
Å2015 EPA Human Health Ambient Water Quality Criteria Updates 

Å(94 chemicals) 

ÅCriteria based on national body weight, fish and water consumption, 
and other data

ÅLooking into basing criteria on Georgia specific data

Å2016 EPA Selenium Criteria

ÅCurrent criteria based on 1999 EPA recommendation: 5 µg/L

Å2016 Update Recommendation: criteria for Se in fish egg/ovary, fish 
muscle/body tissue, and water column, plus an intermittent criteria

ÅWater column criteria 

Å1.5 ˃ Ǝ/L in lentic aquatic systems 

Å3.1 ˃ Ǝ/L in lotic aquatic systems 

ÅMuscle tissue criteria 11.3 mg/kg dry weight

ÅEPDdetection limit for water column data (EPA test method 200.8) is 
higher than the recommended criteria

ÅMay not adopt Se criteria at this time

2.0

https://www.epa.gov/wqc/human-health-water-quality-criteria-and-methods-toxics
https://www.epa.gov/wqc/aquatic-life-criterion-selenium
https://www.nemi.gov/methods/method_summary/4665/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Items Being Considered for 2019 Triennial Review

Å2018 EPA Aluminum Aquatic Life Criteria 

ÅGA has a lot of naturally occurring aluminum, not all bioavailable

ÅEPA recently approved use of an alternate analytical method in 
Oregon rules for testing for bioavailable Al

ÅWaiting on EPA approval of bioavailable analytical method  

ÅMay not adopt Al criteria at this time.

Å2019 EPA Recommended Criteria or Swimming Advisories for Cyanotoxins 

ÅContinue to work with Lake managers on swim advisories

"Cumberland Island Salt Marsh"by trishhartmann is licensed underCC BY 2.0

https://www.epa.gov/wqc/2018-final-aquatic-life-criteria-aluminum-freshwater
https://www.epa.gov/wqc/draft-technical-support-document-implementing-2019-recommended-human-health-recreational-ambient
https://www.flickr.com/photos/21078769@N00/8164559528
https://www.flickr.com/photos/21078769@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Items Being Considered for 
2019 Triennial Review
ÅAdding definitions for primary and secondary 

recreation

ÅReplacing άwater use classificationsέ and 
άlegitimate usesέ with άdesignated uses.έ

ÅRemove non-human source clause from 
Fishing and Drinking Water bacteria criteria 

ÅChanges to Designated Uses based on public 
comments provided

ÅRevision to narrative criteria amendment 
made in 2018 

ÅRevisions to items included in the 2016 
Triennial Review period: 
ÅLakes Oconee and Sinclair criteria
ÅBacteria criteria for Fishing and Drinking 

Waters that include protections of 
secondary contact recreation 

"Georgia River Scene on the Way to the Guidestones"by ZarrSadusis licensed underCC BY-NC 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/11873168@N00/5861822705
https://www.flickr.com/photos/11873168@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Bacteria Criteria for Fishing and 
Drinking Water

ÅCurrent EPA approved bacteria criteria for Fishing and Drinking Water:

ÅUses fecal coliform as bacterial indicator

ÅMay ςOctober: 

ÅNot to exceed 30-day geometric mean of 200 counts per 100 mL

Åά{ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǿ ŦŜŎŀƭ ŎƻƭƛŦƻǊƳ 
levels from non-human sources exceed 200/100 mL (geometric 
mean) occasionally, then the allowable geometric mean fecal 
coliform shall not exceed 300 per 100 mL in lakes and reservoirs 
ŀƴŘ рлл ǇŜǊ млл Ƴ[ ƛƴ ŦǊŜŜ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎΦέ

ÅNovember ςApril: 

ÅNot to exceed 30-day geometric mean of 1,000 counts per 100 mL

ÅNot to exceed 4,000 counts per 100 mL of any sample



Bacteria Criteria

ÅAdd definitions of primary and secondary recreation
ÅάtǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƛƳƳŜǊǎƛƻƴ 

contact with water where there is significant risk 
of ingestion that includes, but is not limited to, 
swimming, diving, water skiing, and surfing. 
Åά{ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭ 

contact with the water not involving a significant 
risk of water ingestion such as canoeing, fishing, 
kayaking, motor boating, rowing, splashing, 
wading, and occasional swimming.

ÅDefinitions based on likelihood of water ingestion by 
activity from Dorevitchet al. (2011) and Dufour et al. 
(2017) studies.

ÅWorking with EPA on winter bacteria criteria that will 
be protective of secondary contact recreation 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ нлмф ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ǘƻ 9t!ΩǎExposure Factors 
Handbook

ÅRemoving non-human source clause from bacteria 
criteria

"Fishing"by Jeff Attawayis licensed underCC BY 2.0

https://www.epa.gov/expobox/exposure-factors-handbook-chapter-3
https://www.flickr.com/photos/33398364@N08/4043247054
https://www.flickr.com/photos/33398364@N08
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich


Designated Uses: Recreation vs. Fishing/Drinking Water

Å391-3-6-.03 (5): General Criteria that apply to all waters (all designated uses) 
waters
ÅάFree fromέ narrative criteria
ÅAquatic life criteria for metals and organic chemicals
ÅHuman Health criteria for priority pollutants

Å391-3-6-.03 (6): Specific Criteria for Classified Water Use
ÅFishing, Drinking Water, and Recreation have the same criteria for:
ÅpH: 6.0 ς8.5
ÅDissolved Oxygen
ÅTrout Streams: Daily avg. 6.0 mg/L, no less than 5.0 mg/L at all 

times 
ÅWarm water: Daily avg. 5.0 mg/L, no less than 4.0 mg/L at all 

times
ÅTemperature: not to exceed 90ÁF
ÅReceiving Waters not to be increased more than:
ÅEstuarine waters: 1.5ÁF
ÅPrimary trout streams: no increase
ÅSecondary trout streams: 2ÁF
ÅAll other waters: 5ÁF


